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Shareholding Minister’s foreword

It’s been over 10 years since Sydney 

played host to the 2000 Olympic  

and Paralympic Games, and much  

has changed. 

The Sydney Olympic Park precinct, 

which provided the world with 

memorable moments that included 

Cathy Freeman’s gold medal 400m 

victory and Ian Thorpe’s Olympic 400m 

freestyle success, has evolved.

Visionary plans to transform an 

industrial wasteland into a site for 

elite sports competition has left a 

legacy which today sees the Park with 

more people playing sport than paying 

to watch it. 

It is now a focal point for community 

sporting activities, hosting a wide 

variety of sporting activities and 

competitions on a daily basis.

Creation of this world-class major 

event precinct has allowed New South 

Wales to host the World Masters 

Games, the Rugby World Cup, major 

international conferences, exhibitions 

and concerts, including 2010’s massive 

U2 360o concert tour. 

Opportunities to bid for other major 

events remain a priority, evidenced by 

the NSW Government and securing the 

rights to host the 2015 World Netball 

Championships at Sydney Olympic Park. 

Development within Sydney Olympic 

Park continues, with the first stage of 

Australia Towers, the Park’s first 

residential complex, nearing 

completion. Occupancy is scheduled 

for early 2012, with developers already 

preparing to release stage two for sale, 

with construction scheduled to 

commence in 2012.

Work has commenced or is imminent 

on several new commercial office 

developments, including the Quest 

serviced apartment complex and the 

commercial centre, which will continue 

to meet the needs of the community.

The Parklands, which make up 430 

hectares of the Park, continue to develop 

in response to community demands 

for high-quality recreation space.

Completion of the Blaxland Riverside 

Park regional playground is well 

advanced, with the three hectares of 

playground equipment, water-play and 

barbeque facilities, shade structures 

and public amenities continuing to 

entertain the families who use the 

Park throughout the year.

I look forward to working with the 

Sydney Olympic Park Authority to 

deliver an outstanding legacy for the 

people of New South Wales.

 

The Hon. Graham Annesley MP

Minister for Sport and Recreation



Letter to Shareholding Minister

 

31 October 2011

The Hon. Graham Annesley MP

Minister for Sport and Recreation

Level 33, Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Minister

We have pleasure in submitting, for your information and presentation to 

Parliament, the Sydney Olympic Park Authority Annual Report for the year ended 

30 June 2011.

The report has been prepared in accordance with the Annual Reports (Statutory 

Bodies) Act 1989 (NSW), and the Annual Report (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 

2005 (NSW). The report details the work, achievements and relevant statutory 

and financial information of Sydney Olympic Park Authority.

Yours sincerely

Michael Knight AO    Alan Marsh  

Chair      Chief Executive Officer
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6   Overview

2010–11 at a glance

• The Park played host to 12.5 million people in 2010–11

• September saw an outstandingly successful commemoration of the 10th 

anniversary of the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games 

• Work commenced on the $45 million upgrade of the Sydney Showground 

Main Arena to provide a home ground for the new Greater Western Sydney 

Giants AFL team in time for the 2012 season

• The Park was announced as the site for the 2015 World Netball 

Championships

• The Government announces that the Park will be the site for a new Netball Centre 

of Excellence, to be known as Netball Central, adjacent to the Sports Centre

• The parklands exceed 2.6 million visits annually

• The Government announces that $7.7 million will be spent on a major 

regional playground at Blaxland Riverside Park

• Towers A and B of the Australia Towers development topped out at 24 and 16 

stories respectively and fit-out has commenced. First residents are scheduled 

for the end of the year

• Work is underway on the Quest serviced apartment complex adjacent to the 

Formule1 Hotel

• Major works undertaken to upgrade Wilson Park, including new and 

refurbished seating, shade structures and lighting

• The major disruption due to the breakdown of the variable height floor in the 

Aquatic Centre’s training pool was handled quickly and efficiently, resulting in 

as little disruption to the public as possible

12.5 million 
people hosted workers

11,000 
organisations
130 
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• Construction commenced on 5 Murray Rose Avenue commercial 

development and related infrastructure

• Approvals granted for work to commence on the new commercial 

development at 7 Murray Rose Avenue, opposite the railway station

• The Park generated well in excess of $1 billion in economic activity for New 

South Wales in 2010–11

• More than 130 organisations and over 11,000 employees now work in the Park

• Kids in the Park turned six this year, still the largest school holiday program in 

the country

• More than 900,000 people attended the Royal Easter Show, including three 

days which also featured a NRL match, boosting daily numbers past 100,000 

on those days

• Acer Arena and Sydney Showground hosted the Amway China incentive 

conference, one of the largest to be held in Sydney in recent years, catering 

for 12,000 participants

• Widening underway of Australia Avenue, the key gateway into the Park

• New Parklands Plan of Management approved

• V8 Supercars Australia reported that the Telstra 500 event in December 2010 

attracted 155,000 patrons

• Acer Arena rated as No 2 venue in the world by revenue

events annually
5,000 

parklands visitors business events
2.6 million 2,456



8   Overview

Chairman’s report

Ten years since “the best Olympic 
Games ever”.

In September and October 2010 we 
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the 
Sydney Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Naturally we looked back with affection 
on that amazing time when Australia 
was on show to the whole world; and 
the world liked what they saw.

But the anniversary also provided a 
rare opportunity to take stock of what 
has happened at Sydney Olympic Park 
in the 10 years since the Games.

In the year of the Games there were 
4.5 million visits to Sydney Olympic 
Park. Ten years later that number had 
increased to a massive 11.7 million 
visits per year.

It won’t be long before there are  
three times as many visits each year to 
the precinct than there were during 
the year of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.

The Olympics and Paralympics were 
terrific international events. And they 
will always have a special place in the 
hearts of those who attended.

Now Sydney Olympic Park plays a 
different, but still very important, role. 
And that role is an enduring one.

It has become an integral part of how 
Sydneysiders (and visitors from other 
parts of New South Wales and 
Australia) continue to celebrate sport 
and major events.

But it is much more than that. The 
Park has transformed into a workplace 
for over 11,000 people while at the 
same time providing a widely 
appreciated public “green space” 
amongst rapidly developing suburbs.

It’s a place where education, 
particularly in sports related 
disciplines and the environment, is 
playing an increasing role. And where 
the Arts are also flourishing.

The Park remains Australia’s premier 
precinct for events. There are more 
than 5000 events of varying sizes and 
styles held each year.

Huge crowds attend as spectators to 
some of Australia’s great sporting 
events. Yet even more people come to 
play sport in the Park than to watch it.

By the time you read this Report, the 
first residents will have moved into the 
first residential tower on Australia 
Avenue. More residents will follow, 
both at the adjoining towers (soon to 
start construction) and at other 
locations within the Park. 

In some other Olympic host cities 
there have been concerns that the 
major Games precincts have been 
dramatically underutilised once the 
Games have concluded.

While there were some legitimate 
worries in the first few years after our 
Games that this would happen in 
Sydney, our Park is now a shining 
example to other host cities and 
potential host cities of what can be 
accomplished. 

Of course, much still needs to be done 
and we cannot rest on our laurels. 
Sydney Olympic Park must continue to 
evolve and meet new challenges as 
they emerge.

Once again, I am grateful to the talent 
and commitment displayed by the 
Board, Management and staff. They 
have been pivotal to making Sydney 
Olympic Park the success that it is 
today. I look forward to continuing to 
work with them in the coming year.

Michael Knight AO

Chairman
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CEO’s report

2010–11 was a year of continued 
success for Sydney Olympic Park, with 
increased visitation levels, more 
workers in the Park, new developments 
and major upgrades to the Park’s 
infrastructure announced, commenced 
or completed, together with a vast 
number of smaller projects undertaken.

During the year, the Park played host 
to 12.5 million people, who came to 
work, play, learn, be entertained, to 
watch or participate in sports and to 
explore the Park’s 640 hectares of 
unique open spaces and facilities. 

Visitation to the parklands increased 
by 7% during the year to 2.6 million 
visitors, confirming the attraction of 
our green spaces as a place for 
recreation and education.

While the Authority is focused on the 
Park’s day to day running and building 
for the future, we did take time out to 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of 
the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, which provided an opportunity 
to reflect on just how much has been 
achieved in the past 10 years.

Interestingly, the Park’s urban core has 
changed so much that some interstate 
Olympic volunteers, visiting the Park 
for the first time since 2000, got lost 
amongst the numerous new buildings, 
parks and infrastructure that today 

make up the town centre.

The Authority continues to focus on 

delivering the services that the Park’s 

stakeholders need, maintaining the 

Park as a major events precinct 

capable of hosting any event, while 

enhancing the Park’s contribution to 

the State’s economy.

Over 5,000 business, sports, 

entertainment, community and 

education events were held at the Park 

throughout the year, delivering 

economic benefits to the State well in 

excess of $1 billion, a figure that is set 

to grow substantially in years to come 

as more businesses move into the Park 

and new developments increase our 

capacity to support major events.

2010–11
The year has contained a significant 

number of major developments, all of 

which will have a significant impact 

on the Park’s future.

These include the announcement of 

the $65 million upgrade of the Sydney 

Showground Main Arena that will 

provide the home ground for the new 

Greater Western Sydney Giants AFL 

team and improve visitor experience 

for events such as the Sydney Royal 

Easter Show and the Big Day Out 

music festival.

The increase in seating capacity from 

13,000 to 25,000, together with 

improved facilities and grandstands, in 

time for the 2012 AFL season, will not 

only provide a new venue for AFL, it 

will enhance the Showground precinct 

and provide the State with a new 

outdoor arena that will be well suited 

to concerts, festivals and major 

sporting events.

Similarly, the announcement of a  

$7.7 million regional playground 

within Blaxland Riverside Park is a 

welcome addition to the Park’s 

community spaces. 

Blaxland Riverside Park has grown in 

popularity since it was opened in 

March 2007 and the additional 

barbeque facilities, shade structures, 

amenities and car parking under 

construction will be warmly welcomed 

by Park users.

Work is progressing well on Australia 

Towers, with completion of the first 

tower scheduled for late 2011, with 

residents expected to move into the 

development in very early 2012. 

The arrival of our first residents will 

have a marked impact on the Park, 

building a greater Park community, 

bringing additional activation to the 

town centre and driving the further 

development of the town centre’s 

retail environment.
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Commercial development has also 

seen significant progress, with work 

either underway or scheduled to 

commence shortly on commercial 

office buildings 5 and 7 Murray Rose 

Avenue, together with a serviced 

apartment complex now underway on 

Edwin Flack Avenue. In addition, a 

healthy pipeline of new commercial 

developments will deliver a continuing 

stream of major additions to the Park’s 

town centre in coming years.

These developments will further drive 

the expansion of our business 

community, which currently stands at 

more than 130 organisations 

employing more than 11,000 workers, 

a major economic centre which will 

continue to grow as new 

developments are rolled out in 

accordance with Master Plan 2030.

During the year, the Authority 

continued to focus on service delivery, 

improving the Park’s infrastructure. 

With much of that infrastructure now 

more than a decade old, the Authority 

must seek new ways to maintain these 

facilities to the standard expected in a 

time of resource constraint.

Fortunately, through innovative use of 

new technology and by consistently 

seeking better value for money 

solutions, the Authority continues to 

ensure that Sydney Olympic Park 

meets the expectations of the New 

South Wales community.

Sydney Olympic Park is justly 

renowned for the many major events 

to which we play host; however, just as 

important, if not as well known, are 

the many community events which 

the Authority supports.

These range from the large events 

such as the India-Australia Friendship 

Fair and Australia Day celebrations to 

smaller but equally important events 

such as the Northcott Disability 

Services events for special needs 

children and the River Rhythms free 

concert series in the Armory. 

While new developments and major 

events are perhaps the most visible 

aspect of our operations, the 

Authority’s activities are multi-faceted.  

For example, the Authority’s 

commitment to the ethos of the Green 

Games and the overall sustainable 

development of the Park continues 

undimmed, with all new development 

contractually required to meet stringent 

environmentally sustainable design 

criteria and the Authority continuing our 

ongoing focus on managing the 

environmentally sensitive areas under 

our stewardship in accordance with 

world’s best practice.

The successes here are often not easily 

apparent to the casual visitor; 

however, the success of the many 

threatened and endangered species 

which thrive under our stewardship 

are at least as important a measure of 

our achievements, as are the number 

of new developments commenced or 

events held, and one of which the 

Authority is justly proud.

In other areas, the Authority’s 

commitment to the wider community 

continues undimmed, our support for 

the education of our youth, our 

continuing support for the 

environment, the arts and the 

business community reflect our ethos; 

to serve the community of which we 

are such an integral part.

Future directions
Focusing on the future, the Authority 

will continue to seek new and 

innovative uses of technology, allied to 

our hard-won expertise and 

experience, to derive cost and 

performance improvements. 

We continue to reduce our cost to 

Government, through improved 

self-generated revenue opportunities 

and through an aggressive cost 

reduction strategy, in line with 

Government policy. 

These activities will well position the 

Authority to maximise opportunities 

for future growth, while ensuring that 

we continue to provide the exemplary 

level of service delivery which the 

Government and wider community 

have come to expect of us.

The Authority continues to work 

cooperatively with our venues and 

partners to offer an improved event-

day experience for our patrons, 

ensuring that we remain Australia’s 

preferred events destination. 

Sydney Olympic Park provides the 

people of New South Wales with a 

world-class event precinct, one 

capable of hosting the world’s largest 

and most complex events. 

This capability continues to attract 

major events, such as the 2015 World 

Netball Championships, and is integral 

to the nation’s ability to bid for major 

events now and into the future.

It does so while expanding the 

significant contribution it makes to 

our economic well-being, our social 

fabric and the health and well-being of 

the wider community.

I would like to also acknowledge the 

skills and dedication of the Sydney 

Olympic Park Authority team in the 

management of the Park; the success 

of the Park is truly a team effort.

Alan Marsh 

Chief Executive Officer
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About us

Sydney Olympic Park Authority is responsible for managing and developing the 

640 hectares that comprise Sydney Olympic Park and maintaining it as a lasting 

legacy for the people of New South Wales. Under the management of the 

Authority, the Park has rapidly developed into an important urban centre and 

built on its legacy as a prime destination for sporting, entertainment and 

cultural activities.

Over the past 10 years, the Authority has overseen more than $1.1 billion worth 

of new developments and welcomed more than 130 businesses and over 11,000 

staff to the precinct. The Authority has ensured the sustainable management of 

430 hectares of parklands and seen the Park host major sporting, entertainment 

and business events and engage in a wide range of local community initiatives.

The future promises to be equally exciting. Under Master Plan 2030, the 

Authority will manage the expansion of the Park to support a daily population of 

50,000 as well as 20,000 daily visitors. In all its future activities, the Authority 

will retain a commitment to building on the uniqueness of the precinct as a 

business and educational hub and the number one destination for sporting and 

leisure activities for metropolitan Sydney.

The Authority was established on 1 July 2001 as a statutory body of the NSW 

Government under the Sydney Olympic Park Authority Act 2001 (NSW). Our 

charter is to manage and promote the 640-hectare site, including protection of 

the 430 hectares of parklands.

Our vision is for Sydney Olympic Park to become an internationally admired 

example of sustainable urban renewal and development that successfully 

integrates world-class venue infrastructure and parklands with a new 

community of workers, residents, students and visitors. This would create an 

innovative example of place making: a township offering a healthy, creative and 

vibrant urban environment. 

Sydney Olympic 
Park Authority – 
creating a new, 
vibrant township  
for Sydney

Who we are

Our vision
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Our mission is to:

1. build the Park’s position as Australia’s premier major events precinct

2. create an economically viable township that expresses high standards of 

design in the private and public domains

3. create world-class parklands and encourage use thereof by the public

4. apply a best-practice environmental management approach to all aspects  

of the Park’s development.

In achieving its mission, the Authority seeks to support two key  

Government priorities:

• To grow prosperity across New South Wales … through increased business 

investment and acting as the major event precinct for New South Wales.

• To enhance our environment for living … by providing jobs closer to home and 

facilitating more people using parks, sporting and recreational facilities and 

participating in the arts and cultural activity.

The Authority is responsible for promoting, coordinating and managing the 

orderly use and economic development of Sydney Olympic Park, including the 

provision and management of $1.8 billion of infrastructure.

This includes promoting, coordinating, organising, managing, undertaking, 

securing and conducting cultural, sporting, educational, commercial, tourist, 

recreational, entertainment and transport activities and facilities. The Authority 

is also charged with providing, operating and maintaining public transport 

facilities within the Park. The protection and enhancement of the natural and 

cultural heritage of the Park, particularly the Millennium Parklands, is another 

key responsibility of the Authority.

In addition, the Authority continues to liaise with and maintain arrangements 

with Olympic organisations such as the International Olympic Committee and 

the Australian Olympic Committee Incorporated.

Our mission

Serving the public

What we do



The Sydney Olympic Park Authority Act 2001 (NSW), including the related Sydney 
Olympic Park Authority Regulation 2007 (NSW), requires the Authority to make 
all reasonable efforts to ensure that:

•  Sydney Olympic Park becomes an active and vibrant town centre within 
metropolitan Sydney;

•  Sydney Olympic Park becomes a premium destination for cultural, 
entertainment, recreation and sporting events;

•  any new development carried out in accordance with the Act complies with 
best-practice environmental and town planning standards; and

•  the natural heritage of the Parklands is protected and enhanced.

Under the Act, a governing Board of Authority (the Board) was created to provide 
direction and guidance to the Authority to ensure it meets its core functions.  
They are to:

•  promote, coordinate and manage the orderly and economic development 
and use of Sydney Olympic Park, including the provision and management of 
infrastructure;

•  promote, coordinate, organise, manage, undertake, secure, provide and 
conduct cultural, sporting, educational, commercial, tourist, recreational, 
entertainment and transport activities and facilities;

•  protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of Sydney Olympic 
Park, including the Parklands;

•  provide, operate and maintain public transport facilities within Sydney 
Olympic Park; and

•  liaise with and maintain arrangements with Olympic organisations, such as the 
International Olympic Committee and the Australian Olympic Committee Inc.

The Authority’s primary objectives relate to Place Making, Place Management, 
Promoting the Park and Optimising Returns on Government Investment.

The Authority’s Corporate Plan outlines an economic development strategy that 
drives development of the Park in the areas of sport, education, events, 

environment and entertainment.

Corporate 
governance 

Corporate planning  
framework
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Organisational overview



General Manager 
Commercial & 

Corporate

General Manager 
Operations & 
Sustainability

Marketing, Corporate 
Communications  

& Media 

Sports Venues

Precinct C0ordination

Parklands and Environment

Technical Services

Arts and Events

Education

Planning and Assessment

Design

Building Approvals 

Property Development

Lease Management 

Venue Management

Car Parking Operations 

Financial Services

Human Resources

Information  
Management Services

Administration Services

Chief Executive 
Officer

Aquatic Centre

Archery Centre

Athletic Centre

Hockey Centre

Sports Halls

Sports Centre

Organisational structure
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The Board

The Hon. Michael Knight AO Chairman

Mr Michael Knight was the Minister for the Olympics from 
April 1995 until January 2001. He was also the Minister 
responsible for the Paralympics and President of the 
Organising Committee for the Sydney Olympics (SOCOG).

Mr Knight therefore played a significant role in the first 
phase of development of Sydney Olympic Park.

Since leaving Parliament Mr Knight has provided advice to 
a range of organisations, especially in the infrastructure, 
property and energy sectors.

He also advised both the Greek Government and the 
Organising Committee on preparations for the Athens 2004 
Olympic Games.

Mr Knight joined the Board of the Authority in July 2008.

Mr David Baffsky AO

Mr David Baffsky was appointed to the Board on  
26 October, 2009.

Mr Baffsky was the Executive Chairman of the Accor 
Australia Group from 1993 to 2008.. Mr Baffsky oversaw 
the construction of the Novotel and Ibis Hotels at Sydney 
Olympic Park, the first of the Accor Group’s four hotels now 
located within the Park. 

Mr Baffsky serves on a number of boards, chairs several 
organisations including Ariadne Australia Ltd and 
Investa Funds Management Limited and brings a keen 
understanding of the convention, exhibition and hospitality 
industry to the Board.

John D Coates AC LLB  

Mr John Coates was appointed to the Board on  
1 January 2005.

Mr Coates is President of the Australian Olympic 
Committee Inc, President of the International Council of 
Arbitration for Sport and the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
and a Member of the Council of the International Rowing 
Federation (FISA). He is a Member of the International 
Olympic Committee and its Executive Board, Juridical, TV 
Rights & New Media and 2012 London and 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Olympic Games Co-ordination Commissions. 

Mr Coates is Deputy Chairman of David Jones Limited, 
Chairman of William Inglis & Son Ltd and a Member of the 
Grant Samuel Advisory Board.  

Jack Cowin LLD  

Mr Jack Cowin was appointed to the Board on  
1 January 2005. 

Mr Cowin is Founder and Executive Chairman of 
Competitive Foods Australia Pty Ltd, which owns Hungry 
Jack’s nationally and Kentucky Fried Chicken in Western 
Australia and the Northern Territory. 

Mr Cowin is a Director of Network Ten, BridgeClimb and 
Chandler Macleod Australia Ltd. 

Liz Ellis AM, BA/LLB

Ms Liz Ellis was appointed to the Board on 1 January 2008.

Ms Ellis is a Member of the Australian Sports Commission and 
sits on the board of the New South Wales Institute of Sport.

Ms Ellis is a former captain of the Australian Netball 
Team and a prominent media personality and sports 
commentator.
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Penelope Figgis AO 

Ms Penelope Figgis was appointed to the Board on  
1 July 2001.

Ms Penelope Figgis is the Director of the Australian 
Committee for the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) and Vice Chair, Oceania of the World 
Commission on Protected Areas, Chair of the Olympic 
Parklands Advisory Committee, Trustee of the Parks 
Forum and Visiting Fellow at the Graduate School of the 
Environment, Macquarie University.  

Ms Figgis has been a senior member of the environment 
movement and advocate for conservation for over 30 
years, including 17 years as Vice President of the Australian 
Conservation Foundation.  

Ms Figgis has written and lectured on protected areas 
and World Heritage, innovative nature conservation and 
sustainable tourism. Ms Figgis has served on the boards 
of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, Uluru National Park, 
Australian Tourist Commission, Landcare Australia, Jenolan 
Caves Trust and Environment Protection Authority.

Mr Denis Fitzgerald AM

Mr Dennis Fitgerald was appointed to the Board on  
26 October, 2009.

Mr Fitzgerald has a 45 year association with sports 
management, particularly Rugby League, including as 
a player with Parramatta and administrator at a local, 
national and international level. 

Mr Fitzgerald has also been a CEO of Parramatta Leagues 
Club, Parramatta Council Alderman, a Parramatta Stadium 
Trustee, was appointed Chairman of the NSW Sports 
Combat Authority in September 2011 and brings to the 
board a deep knowledge of sports management at all levels 
gained through 30 years senior management experience in 
hospitality and gaming.

Alan Marsh BBus MBA CPA | Chief Executive Officer

Mr Alan Marsh commenced as Chief Executive Officer of 
the Authority on 1 February 2008.

Mr Marsh has more than 30 years experience in the 
public and private sectors across precinct and facilities 
management, event management, and construction and 
development.

Mr Marsh’s previous roles have included Deputy Director-
General (Office of Public Works and Services) of the NSW 
Department of Commerce, CEO of the Darling Harbour 
Authority and Commissioner for NSW, World Expo 1988.

Mr Marsh has also held senior roles in the NSW Premier’s 
Department, Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic 
Games, Olympic Coordination Authority and the Arena 
Management Group of Companies.

Mr Alan Whelpton AO 

Mr Alan Whelpton was appointed to the Board on 26 
October, 2009.

Mr Whelpton has been closely associated with the 
Australian Surf Life saving Association for more than  
50 years. A successful businessman, Mr Whelpton has 
served the Surf Life Saving Association from lifesaver to 
national president, a post held for 26 years, followed by 
eight years as world President of the International Life 
Saving Federation. 

Mr Whelpton was the former chairman of the State Sports 
Centre Trust, which has now been merged with Sydney 
Olympic Park Authority and brings to the board a lifetime’s 
experience of amateur and volunteer associations
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The NSW State Plan

The NSW State Plan is a commitment from the NSW Government to the people 
of NSW setting out clear targets for improved outcomes and service delivery.

The purpose of the State Plan is clear: to deliver better results for the NSW 
community from Government services.

The State Plan sets out the goals the community wants the NSW Government to 
work towards and identifies priorities for Government action that will help 
achieve each of these goals. Targets have been set where possible. 

Sydney Olympic Park Authority continues to provide effective and valuable 
support to the NSW State Plan; in particular to the key State Plan area of creating 
BETTER TRANSPORT AND LIVEABLE CITIES. The Authority supports the State Plan 
targets of:

Increase walking and cycling
The Authority maintains 35km of walking and cycle paths, providing key 
connectivity with a network of walking paths and cycle ways throughout Sydney. 
The Park also plays a significant role in supporting the State Government’s  
NSW Bike Plan.

Increase the number of jobs  
closer to home
The development of Sydney Olympic Park as a centre for commerce, education 
and residential development directly supports this State Plan target.

Grow cities and centres as functional and 
attractive places to live, work and visit
The Authority’s commitment to the development of the Park as a landmark 
urban centre, building on the legacy of the 2000 Olympic Games infrastructure, 
is entirely in alignment with this target area.



Green State

Healthy 
Communities

Stronger 
Communities
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In addition, the Authority makes significant contributions to the State Plan 
Goals: GREEN STATE, HEALTHY COMMUNITIES and STRONGER COMMUNITIES.

Secure sustainable supplies of water and use our water more wisely 

This target is supported through the Authority’s operation and expansion of 
the WRAMS water reclamation system, which supplies recycled water for 
non-potable uses throughout the Park and the adjacent suburb of Newington.

Protect our native vegetation, biodiversity, land, rivers and  
coastal waterways

The Authority’s stewardship of a range of endangered species habitats, 
including forest, wetlands and the Brickpit area, which is home to the Green 
and Golden Bell Frog, directly support this State Plan target.

Promote healthy lifestyles

The Park’s network of walking and cycle paths, outstanding sporting facilities, 
parks, playgrounds and ongoing support for community sports and leisure 
activities directly contribute to this State Plan target area.

Promote our parks

Sydney Olympic Park management of the Park’s 430 hectares of Parklands 
provide key support for this target area.

Increase participation in recreational and sporting activities

The Park’s unrivalled sporting infrastructure is utilised for significant 
community sporting and leisure activities; support for community involvement 
and use of the Park’s facilities is a key Authority priority.

Increase participation in the arts and cultural activity

Sydney Olympic Park hosts Australia’s largest, site-specific urban art collections 
and provides tangible support for the arts through a series of exhibitions at the 
Armory Gallery and through the innovative ‘Artists in Residence’ program within 
the Newington Armory, making art more accessible to the public.




